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I sincerely thank all of the chairpersons of Spiritual Development in the Province for providing 
such wonderful leadership in their councils this past year. It has been a very difficult year in 
many ways, not the least of which was the inability to be together in person for meetings and 
prayer services. Unsurprisingly, the participation rate in filing annual reports was low: 8 in one 
diocese and 15 in the other for a cumulative total of less than 40%. The majority of chairpersons 
were elected to their positions. 
 
Parish Councils did not meet in person after February due to the Covid 19 meeting restrictions, 
however many continued to stay connected through social media platforms. Father Patrick 
O’Neill, our Provincial Spiritual Advisor, hosted daily Rosary on his Facebook page for much of 
the year and celebrated the Feast of Our Lady of Good Counsel with a special Mass for members 
province-wide. We cannot thank Father Patrick enough for his devotion to the League in our 
province during these challenging times, particularly in the beginning when we were all so 
concerned about living through a pandemic. He kept us connected in a very spiritual way. 
 
Despite the difficulties, councils did what they could to study and promote the theme “Care for 
our Common Home” by reciting the theme prayer, donating to organizations promoting the 
theme, recycling and reusing products, planting bushes and trees, watching videos and making 
Facebook postings, reading articles and signing water pledge forms.  
 
Councils organized and participated in online liturgies and prayer services and stayed connected 
by posting and sharing information on saints and spiritual teachings. Members were acutely 
aware of, and responded wholeheartedly to assuage, the isolation and loneliness experienced by 
many members, particularly older members. They called and emailed and sent cards to their 
sisters in the League like never before! More importantly they prayed for one another and for the 
whole world. 
 
CWL members have always participated in lay ministries in their parishes and 2020, although 
more restricted, was no exception. Our women are leaders in their parish communities.  
 
Parish councils are the heart of their parishes- donating to local charities, missions and other 
Catholic sponsored organizations across Canada.  
 
When asked “What training would you recommend be provided for this position next year? 
Chairpersons responded with enthusiasm. Some suggestions were\; 

• Workshops (1 to 2 hours) on the position by Diocesan or Provincial Council either online 
or in-person. Include members who might one day consider chairing. 

• Training on how to prepare a spiritual reflection 
• Suggestions/lists on where to obtain ideas and resources 
• Facilitation of liturgies and ceremonies/ Best Practices 

These are wonderful suggestions for workshops and online training. 
 



Both of my diocesan counterparts report that their members are more committed than ever in 
their faith and that they have adapted and found ways to pray together even in these challenging 
times. They are looking forward to spring and renewal – in their gardens and in the gardens of 
the Catholic Women’s League. They want to be together in their meeting rooms once again, to 
pray and to sing and to laugh and drink a cup of tea. In the meantime, they will continue the good 
work For God and for Canada to the best of their ability. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Jessie Parkinson 
Spiritual Development Chairperson 
 
 

 


