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Letter Writing Suggestions 

Resolution 2019.02 Canadian Support for the 

United Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 

Link to resolution: cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/2019.02-Canadian-Support-for-the-

United-Nations-Treaty-on-the-Prohibition-of-Nuclear-Weapons.pdf 

What is known: 

 A true and lasting peace cannot be the result of weapons of mass destruction, but rather 

rests on justice and human development. 

 The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) that opened for signatures 

on September 20, 2017, is the first legally binding international agreement that seeks to 

widely prohibit nuclear weapons. 

 The treaty prohibits signatory states from developing, testing, producing, acquiring, 

possessing or using nuclear weapons. The treaty also forbids signatories from assisting 

another state with any of these prohibited activities. 

 Canada is a non-nuclear weapon state and has never had its own nuclear weapons 

program. 

 The federal government signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), a treaty 

where non-nuclear weapons states agree to not develop such weapons, and where 

nuclear weapons states agree to retire their nuclear weapons. 

 As a non-nuclear weapon signatory to the NPT, the federal government gradually 

terminated its nuclear weapons cooperation with the United States of America. 

 A majority of countries (122), support the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear 

Weapons. To date, 81 countries have signed the treaty, and 36 have ratified it. 

 Despite being a key player in the global non-proliferation and disarmament regime, the 

federal government has not signed the TPNW. 

Members can help put an end to nuclear weapons by: 

 Praying for peace. 

 Writing to the prime minister and minister of defence with copies to the chairperson of 

the Standing Committee of National Defence and their member of parliament urging 

Canada to support, sign and ratify the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. 

 Looking up these websites to further educate themselves on issues:  

 Message from His Holiness Pope Francis on the elimination of nuclear 

weapons: w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-messages/2017/ 

documents/papa-francesco_20170323_messaggio-onu.html 

 Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops statement on nuclear weapons: 

cccb.ca/site/eng/media-room/statements-a-letters/5155-cccb-releases-

statement-on-nuclear-weapons 

 International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons: icanw.org/ 

 Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Middle East: cjpme.org/mend_1_5 

 Don’t Bank on the Bomb: dontbankonthebomb.com/take-action-for-

divestment/ 

 Speaking up loudly and often. “I believe nuclear weapons are inhumane, immoral and 

illegal. All countries should ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.” 

  

https://cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/2019.01-Canada-to-Honour-its-Commitment-to-the-United-Nations-Convention-on-the-Rights-of-the-Child..pdf
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Message of His Holiness Pope Francis to the United Nations Conference to Negotiate a Legally 

Binding Instrument to Prohibit Nuclear Weapons, Leading Towards their Total Elimination 

[New York, 27-31 March 2017]. 

Peace must be built on justice, on integral human development, on respect for 

fundamental human rights, on the protection of creation, on the participation of 

all in public life, on trust between peoples, on the support of peaceful institutions, 

on access to education and health, on dialogue and solidarity. From this 

perspective, we need to go beyond nuclear deterrence … the total elimination of 

nuclear weapons becomes both a challenge and a moral and humanitarian 

imperative. 

International peace and stability cannot be based on a false sense of security, on 

the threat of mutual destruction or total annihilation, or on simply maintaining a 

balance of power. Peace must be built on justice, on integral human development, 

on respect for fundamental human rights, on the protection of creation, on the 

participation of all in public life, on trust between peoples, on the support of 

peaceful institutions, on access to education and health, on dialogue and solidarity. 

From this perspective, we need to go beyond nuclear deterrence: the international 

community is called upon to adopt forward-looking strategies to promote the goal 

of peace and stability and to avoid short-sighted approaches to the problems 

surrounding national and international security. 

In this context, the ultimate goal of the total elimination of nuclear weapons 

becomes both a challenge and a moral and humanitarian imperative. 

During the time that the House of Commons is not sitting 

send letters by both e-mail and Canada Post. 

Send a letter to the prime minister (postage free). 

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau 

Prime Minister of Canada 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6 

Consider using the prime minister’s website to send an electronic message at: 

pm.gc.ca/en/connect/contact. 

Send a letter to the minister of national defence (postage free).  

The Honourable Harjit S. Sajjan 

Minister of National Defence 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6 

Consider using the government website to send an electronic message at:  

canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/contact-us/contact-minister.html 

Send a letter to the chairperson, of the Standing Committee of National Defence 

Ms. Karen McCrimmon 

Chairperson, Standing Committee of National Defence 

House of Commons  

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6 

E-mail: NDDN@parl.gc.ca and Karen.McCrimmon@parl.gc.ca 
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Carbon copy the local member of parliament (postage free). 

_______________________ 

Member of Parliament 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6 

Find the local member of parliament at ourcommons.ca/Members/en/search 

Please find a suggested message on the following page. If rewording the message, members 

should clearly indicate they are writing as a constituent and as a member of The Catholic 

Women’s League of their parish council (not as a representative of the League, unless they are 

the president of the council).  



4 
 

Date 

The Rt. Hon. ___________ or The Hon.___________ or Mr./Ms. _____________ 

Prime Minister of Canada Minister of _________ Member of Parliament 

House of Commons House of Commons House of Commons 

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister  or  Dear Mr./Mrs. _________ 

The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) is the first legally binding 

international agreement that seeks to comprehensively prohibit nuclear weapons. The treaty, 

which opened for signature in September 2017, prohibits signatory states from developing, 

testing, producing, acquiring, possessing or using nuclear weapons. Canada gradually 

terminated its nuclear weapons cooperation with the United States of America. Despite being 

a key player in the global non-proliferation and disarmament regime, Canada has refused to 

sign the TPNW. Canada should affirm its own official policy on non-proliferation and 

disarmament by signing and ratifying the TPNW. If Canada is truly committed to the 

elimination of nuclear weapons, it cannot abstain from signing this treaty. 

Will you work to raise awareness of the need for Canada to sign and ratify the Treaty on the 

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons? 

I look forward to your considered reply. 

Kind regards, 

 

Signature 

 

Name 

Address (The postal code is important as it indicates you are one of your member of 

parliament’s constituents). 

E-mail 

 

Carbon copy (CC) other members of parliament, ministers, and organizations who have 

received the same letter. The recipient will know that others are aware of this issue. 


